
DIVORCE
of marriages end in 
divorce in the UK 
(ONS, 2013)

Family breakdowns including divorce 
cost the taxpayer an estimated 

£46bn through effects on health, 
extra housing support, lost work 

hours and Legal Aid 
(The Marriage Foundation, 2013)

66%

34%
of marriages are expected 
to end in divorce by their 
20th wedding anniversary 
(ONS, 2013)

of families in the 
UK are lone parent 
families (ONS, 2013)

Almost

25%

15% of divorces were 
granted for adultery (ONS, 2012)

Over 120,000 families  
with dependent children 
separated in 2013

Almost 50% of 
divorces involve children 
under 16 years old (ONS, 2012)

of divorces 
were on 
petition 

of the wife
(ONS, 2012)

764 civil partnership 
dissolutions granted, 
an increase of 20% 
from 2011 
(ONS, 2012)

Greatest number of marriages were for 
men and women aged 25-29 (ONS, 2014)

Average 
duration  
of marriage 
for divorces 
granted was 
11.5 years  
(ONS, 2012)

of all marriages were 
the first marriage for 
both parties (ONS, 2014)67%
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(The Marriage 
Foundation, 2013)
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